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Pivot reports are ways
of taking two fields of
data from a transac-
tion (code, group,
date, year, doctor, pcl),
defining one as the
column, one as the
row, and then having
the body of the report
be dollars, quantity, or
balance. A pivot re-
port sample is setup in
the Reports menu of
your system.

Pivot Reports and Google Docs

If you have used Pivot Reports before, you know how easy it is to get a quick way
to do some useful data mining. With not much more work, you can easily import
this information into Google Docs (think: Free, intuitive, collaborative) and pro-

duce some very interesting charts. Let’s say we wanted to look at the dollar pro-
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Open your Google Docs account, create a Spreadsheet, click on File, click on Im-
port, click on Upload, click on Select a file from your computer, and then browse to
the c:\temp\productionpcl.csv file. (more...)
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Wow!

Click on the Insert Charts button (third from the right), change the range of cells to be displayed to be al:d24,
and click on the checkbox that says Use column A as header and Switch rows/columns. Now, this is where
things can get really interesting. Click on the Charts tab. There are many ways that the data can be displayed
and it is left as an exercise for the intuitive student to learn and discover what can be done. The picture below
(stacked barcharts) is just one of many possibilities.
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After manipulating the spreadsheet by removing columns b,c,d and choosing some of the other spreadsheets
available, you can get a “donut”. Using the percentage column, sorting by descending amount and getting rid
of rows that had O values, you can create a “dashboard” display.
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